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THE 


PUB L I SHE R 


T0 THE: 


K EAD E R. 


, H E Committee of the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Com- 


mmons appointed 10 inſpect 
the Goals within the Bills of Mor- 
taluy, having gone thre Part of 
that laudable Work with the great- 
e Integrity, and publiſhed to the 
World fach Cruel, committed up- 
on poor unfortunate Priſoners, as 
are hardly credible in a Chriftian 
Country, I have thought fit to give 
the Publick a 0 Narrative of 


what 


what almoſt. daily occurs to thoſe 
unbappy P ele, -whofe-Misfor- 
tunes bring em under the Govern- || 
ment of Goal-Keepers, who in the | 
general, as appears by the follow- | 
ing Account, have not the leaft | 
Bowels of Compaſſs on for their Fel- i 
lou Creatures. If there are any | 
Perſons who ſuſpect the Truth of | | 
the Fafts herem atteſted, they may, | 
by applying io the Publiſher, be 
ſatisſied of the Genuin eneſs of them | 
the Perſons themſelves, who now 
labour under the Hardſhips there- | 
in expreſſed, having wrote their 
own Accounts and ſent em to me, 
that the World may have ſome 
Light into the illegal Practices com- 
mined 5, Grab Rs.” 5 
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7 under Confinement. 
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E. 8 being matted in the City 
York, for three hundred Pounds, 
was carried to the City Goal there, 

commonly called Oaſe-Bridge Goal, where 

1 was impriſoned ſeventeen Months. 1 

11 B Was 
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625 
was firſt put in the Maſter's Side, cal- 


led the High Goal. This Place is like 


an ondinaty! Houſe, having : a ſhort Gal- 


lery one Pair of Stairs High; and in 


that Gallery there are five Rooms; 


two of which are kept for the Goaler 8 
Uſe, and three for the Priſoners to lie 


in; and in each of theſe three Rooms 


hive are three Beds, with ſometimes 


three Priſoners, and more” in each Bed; 


yet each Priſoner lying there pays half 


a Crown fer Week. At Entrance, the 


Priſoner pays half a Crown for Garniſh- 
Money, and is obliged to victual at the 


Goaler's Table the firſt Week, for 
which he pays ten Shillings and Six- 


pence, and for every Week after, ſeven 
Shillings and Six-pence, beſides Lodg- 
ing, and this to be paid weekly; but 
he is not compelled to eat at this Ta- 


ble more than the firſt Week. Each 


Priſoner, as 1 before faid, pays Half a 
Crown a Week for Lodging, tho perhaps 


ten, or more, in a Room; and whoever 


omits punctual Payment, * immediate- 


ly turned down to the Common Side, 
called there the Low Goal. At my 
irſt Entrance into che High Goal, 1 


pai 


Tit. 


paid my half Crown for Garniſh- Mo- 


ney; which was half the Money I then 
had. After. 1. had victualled at the 


Goaler's Tat of ſome few Weeks, be⸗ 
ing unable to pay him his uſual Rates, 
1 Was turned e to the. Low Goal. 


The Low Goat is a very Apel place, 


five Foot under De It conſiſts 


of two long Rooms, with Stone Walls 


on each Side; no Floor, but Stones; 
nor any Place to make a Fire in. Each 
Room is open, with Grates at the up- 


per Part of the Wall, without glazing, 


towards the River Ouſc. And the 


Walls, in rainy Weather, are ſo damp, 


that frequent Illnefles, and ſometimes 
the Death of the Priſoners, is occaſion- 
ed thereby. In this Place, if the Pri- 


ſoner has not a Bed of hos own to lie 


on, he muſt lie on the Floor, on the 


bare Stones: And in theſe Toe the 


Debtors and Felons are kept lock'd down 


together. 
The Charities of this Goal are > very 


ſmall ; there 1s only one conſtant ery 
which the Priſoners. receive, and that is 
B 2 A three- 
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a three-penny brown Loaf every . 22 
day. There is a+ Man goes bei the 
Ciry, on Mondays, Medneſdays, and Fri- 
days, with a, Basker, and a Box, to col- 
1000 Victuals and Money, for the Relief 
of the poor Debtors; and on cach 
of theſe Days he uſually brings to the 
Goal near as much broken Victuals as 
will give each Man a Meal; with per- 
. haps about Four-pence to each Priſoner 
PI in Money. This, with what they get 
. by begging at. the Grate of the Priſon, 
3 is all they receive ſor their Maintenance, 
or with which to find themſelves in 
Clothes, Candles, and other N — 
And in caſe of Sickneſs, if they cannot 
provide themſelves with an Apothecary, 


or Medicines, they muſt ſubmit to the 
1 Diſtemper, whatever it is. 
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- he ' Priſoner at firſt Entrance into : 
the Low Goal, pays ſeventeen Shillings | 
and Six-pence, for Garniſh-Money, which 
is equally divided among the Priſoners | 
there. And if the Priſoner has not ſo 
much Money to pay, his Clothes are 


ſtript off, and Fxpales; 1 to Sale, Dr the 
Payment . 


The 


8 — "97 


The ibn in this Low Goal arc 
abe ov by the Fayour of the Goal- 
er, allowed to go up, for a ſmall Space 


of Ti ime, to the High Goal, for the Be- 


nefit of their Health ; but the Goaler 
having a Pique to me, upon account of 
the Money owing for my Diet, when 
in the High Goal, would not ſuffer me 
that Liberty, but continued me cloſely 
confined in the Low Goal; by which 
means, through the Dampnefs of the 
Place, although in the midſt of Sum- 
mer, I loſt the Uſe of all my Limbs. 
So that I was forced to be helped by 


two Men, on and off a Bed; and be- 


came fo very ill, that I muſt have died, 
had not an A pothecary in that City, 
who had heard of, and commiſerated - 
my Condition, ſent me Medicines. Be- 
ing by this Means reſtored to the Uſe 
of my Limbs, the Goaler was at laſt 
prevailed to give Leaye for my com- 
ing up, for an Hour or two, to the 
High Goal, to reireſh myſelf; and ac- 
cordingly I went. While 1 was there, 
two deſperate Felons, who were con- 
ined in the ſame Place with me, had 
A 4 - contrived 
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contrived how to break the Goal, and 


make their Eſcapes. And when I came 


down af Night to go to Bed, and was 
lock'd down in the Room, they told 
me of their Contrivance; at the ſame 
time threatening what they would do 
to me, if I diſcoyered it; and obliged. 
me to promiſe Secrecy. Which had 1 
not comply'd with, I had Reaſon to 
expect they would have done me ſome 
Miſchief before the Morning. All that 
Night, they were finding out the eaſieſt 
Place to break 6ut at; but being un- 


able to effect their Purpoſe, they were 


obliged to give over that Enterprize ; T 
however, threatened what ſhould be my 
Fate, in caſe I made any Diſcovery. 
Some little time afterwards, the Aſ- 
ſizes coming on, they. were brought to 


Trial; one of them was continued in 


Goal, bat the other being ordered to 
be whipt, he underwent his Puniſh- 
ment, paid his Fees, and was diſ- 


charged ; but at his taking Leave, 


and drinking with the Goaler in the 
high Goal, he told him, That the 
| other Felon and myſelf had endeavoured 


to break the Goal; upon which the 
aw Goaler, 


470 


Goaler, who had a Grudge t to me, on 


account of his Demand for my Diet, 
did, upon this Information, immedi- 
ately come down into the Low Goal 
with a Smith, and ironed the other 


Felon and me to the Wall. I asked 


him the meaning of this; he told me, 
I was a Rogue, and nad endeavoured ; 


to break his Goal. 1 aſſured him 3 


was falſe, told him the Truth, 


above related, and beg'd 1 might be” 


looſened, T he Felon  acknowled ged 
his own Guilt, and abſolutely cer 
me of what the other had laid to my 
Charge. But the Goaler was inexora- 


ble, and I was loaded with very heavy yx 
Fe Irons, faſtened down under a bare o- 


pen Grate, looking into the River, 
from which T could not ſtir. I en- 
treated him, if he would iron me, that 


it might be near the Door ; but he 
infiſted I ſhould be ironed there. 


Here I lay accordingly in the Depth 
of Winter, with the Rain and Snow 


beating in upon me through the Grate, 


over my Head; ſo that I was near 


Neri 


Having 
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_ Having continued iron'd in this man- 
ner upwards of thirteen Weeks, and 
the Perſon, at whole Suit T was im- 

priſon'd, not having proceeded againſt 
me in a due Courſe of Law, I did, 
with the Aſſiſtance of a RilowePri-- 
toner, who pitied my Condition, get 
che Action ſuperſeded, and a Super- 
fedeas was delivered to the Goaler 
tor my Diſcharge, yet he kept me 
in Irons a Week afterwards ; when he 
being informed, that my Friends in 
. London had ſent me down three Pounds, 
gave Orders for the Irons to be taken 
off, but obliged me, before he would 
give me my Liberty, to pay him the 
three Pounds, and give him a Bond 


for ten Pounds : Alter which he turned 
me out of Goal. a 


K. B. I was d to 9 to 
the Priſon of the King - Bench, for a 
Debt of fifty Pounds, and I had then 
five Shillings, and no more. At my 
firſt coming, I was carried into the in- 
ward Lodge of the Priſon, where the 
then Turnkey demanded of me one 


Pound 


'Pound two Shillings and fix Pence for 
my Commitment Fee; 
and fix: /Pence for the Turnkey * , and 
two Shillings ſor a Bottle of Wine. I 
informed 1 — I had not the Money to 
giye. He told me it muſt be paid, Aur 
a8 4 Favour , turned me into the 
Priſon. L 
ſoners asked me ſor my Garniſh-Mo- 


(9) 


three Shillings 


Upon my coming in, the Pri- 


ney, which was two Shillings and fix 


Pence c. I- readily paid it . and 


enquired. where 1 might be provided 
with a Bed chamber. e I was 


_ 
— n n 


PE There are four "A one of whom is 
called the Head Turnkey. 


2 
= Priſoners who do not pay their Commitment- 


Fee at Entrance, though they have not fo much 


Money, and promiſe Payment when they have, 


are uſually turned into the Common-ſide immedi- 


ately, where they are not ſuffered to have a Cabbin, 
but muſt lie on the bare Floor till _the Fee is 


paid; which has like to have occafioned the Death 
of TRAN poor Priſoners, | 


This Money i is paid by every Priſoner at his 


' firſt Entrance, and is applied by the Priſoners to- 


' wards keeping the Priſon TY and the Yard 
das clean. 5 


| c | directed 
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10 
directed to the Deputy Chamberlain 4. 
He told me he muſt firſt haye two 
Shillings for Entrance to the Bed; 
and that half a Crown was to be paid 
every Week, for the Uſe of him and 
the Marſhal, fo long as 1 continued 
there. There are about thirty two 
Rooms in the Priſon, beſides the two 


Lumber Rooms. Here are eight Beds 


in a Room; each Man who lies here, 
pays half a Crown per Week. T he 
Furniture in each Room is not worth 
three Pounds, including the Bed; tho' 
by Act of Parliament they ought to be 
worth ten Pounds. Two of the Rooms 
are called Lumber Rooms, and there 


are about fiſteen or ſixteen Beds in 


each of theſe Rooms, and ſome of 
them crowded with Priſoners. N ever- 
theleſs, when a Priſoner is to be diſ- 
charged, which belonged to either of 


2 1 P—_ n 


— — „ 9 p - N - — 


* The Chamberlain barn this Place for 9 70 
ſix hundred Pounds, and has it for his Life, and 
lets it for a certain annual Sum of Money to a 
Deputy, who makes his Advantage out of it from 


the Priſoners, which, as he makes it, is conſi- 
detable. 


the 


(11-3 
the two Lumber Rooms, he muſt pay 
half a Crown a Week for the Time he 
is in, and for lying there, otherwiſe 
he is detained a Priſoner till he raiſes 
the Money, or is ſtarved, I was o- 
bliged to comply with their Terms, 
and content myſelf with a Place in 
one of the Lumber Rooms. I had not 
been long here, before the following 
tragical Scene was opened to me. The 
Marſhal had often promiſed the Pri- 
ſoners they ſhould have a Table of 
Fees ſet up in the Court-Room e, as 


—— 


— 


3 


© This is a low Room facing the Street, com- 
monly called the Grate, becauſe of the Grate 
there, at which the Priſoners beg. In this Place 
the Steward and Aſſiſtants meet the reſt of their 
fellow-Priſoners, with the Conſtable, Cryer, and 
other Officers, and aecide and ſettle any Diſputes 
or Quarrels which happen among them in the 
Priſon. There are two Books, which they call 
Houſe-Books, one of which is called the Share- 
Book, where all the Priſoners Names are entered, 
and called over by the acting Aſſiſtant (who keeps 
this Book) before the Houſe enters into any Buti- 
neſs; and the other is the Book of Accounts of 
the Disburſements of the Steward, the Bake-houſe, 
aud Receipts of the County, or Exhibition Mo- 
ney, Sc. 1 9 5 
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they were allowed by the Judges, that 4 
they might be el of what they 
had to pay upon their Diſcharge; but 


the Marſhal not complying with his 
Promiſes, moſt of the Priſoners de- 


ſpaired of having them. But one Night, 
ſome of them who were exaſperated 


with this Proceeding of the Marſhal's, 


again demanded to have a Table of 


Fees; the Turnkey told them they 


ſhould have it in time: But theſe Pri- 
ſoners told him they would be put off 
no longer, and in a Rage, began to 


unrip the Deal Lining from: the Lodge 


Door, Hereupon the Marſhal brought 
24 great Number of Conftables and 
Watchmen from the Watch-Houſe, and 
threatened theſe Priſoners with moſt - 


cruel Uſage for what they had done; 


but the Priſoners told him, that if he 


would hang up a Table of Fees, ac- 
cording to his repeated Promiſes, they 
would then be quiet. But that not be- 
ing complied with, they began to pull 
down more of the Lining of the Door, 
The Conftable then read the Procla- 
mation againſt Riots ; whereupon they 


went down into the Garden, and un- 
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io 
ript the Lining ſrom a Stable there, 
in which the Marſhal kept a Horſe, 
and having blocked up the Toh e Door 
in ſuch manner, as rs 5h Rk believe 
they might reſt that Night with Secu- 
rity againſt the Marſhal, every Perſon 
returned to his proper Room. The 
next Morning about ten of the Clock, 
Information was brought into the 1 <a 
ſon, that the Marſhal was coming upon 
them with a great Number of People, 
brought from Neugate, the Marſhalſea, 
and Borough-Compter, and that he had 
got together a great Number of Turn- 
keys, Bailiffs, Runners, and Fellows, 
who cared not what Miſchief they did; 
upon which Information, the Steward 
and Allſtants f called a Court, and 


| 9 ; | 
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The Priſoners have a Government among 
themſelves : They chooſe by a Majority of Voices 
from among themſelves, a Steward, and three 
Aſſiſtants, whoſe Buſineſs it is to fee that there be 
a good Harmony and Regulation kept among the 
Priſoners of the Common: ſide. The Steward 
continues in his Office as long as he behaves him- 
ſelf well; but each of the three Wards chooſes 
a new Aflſtae wo third Money 


4 
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( 14 ) 
acquainted the Priſoners of the Infor- 
mation . they had | received of the 


Marſhal's coming againſt them, and 
that they would be in the Prifon in 
half an Hour's time, therefore defired 

they would conſider what Method was 
moſt adviſeable; but the Court was 
adjourned, without coming to any 
Concluſion, and within half an Hour 
afterwards the Marſhal appeared, and 


went into the Lodge, followed by his 


Rabble ; and the Turnkey preſently 
throwing open the Lodge Door, they 
furiouſly ruſhed in, armed with Cut- 
lafles, Swords, Piſtols, Blunderbuſ— 


ſes, Broomſticks, Mopſticks, and the 


like; whereupon thoſe Perſons who had 


been concerned in the Tranſaction the 


Night before, rum into the 8 Strong- - 


Room, and ſhut themſelves in. The 


Warden's Attendants running to the 
Strong-Room, and finding it ſhut, en- 
deavoured to force out the Priſoners 


«th. Ae... — — 
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This Room is a Place where diſorderly and 


drunken Priſoners, and thote who refuſe paying 
| their Canin Money, are pat. 


from 
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( 15 ) 
from thence, and fired into the Room 
amongſt them ſeveral times. One of 
the Priſoners who was at that time in 


Company, not far from thence, hear- 


ing the Diſturbance, came, and taking 


hold of two of the Rabble, tript up 
their Heels; upon which a Goaler, two 
Turnkeys, and a Bailiff (who were 
part of the Marſhals Attendants which 
be had brought againſt the Priſoners) 
run up to this Priſoner, knocked him 


down, and beat and bruiſed him in 
that e manner, that he was 


black as a Hat from his Head to his 


Waſte, and then left him bleeding upon 
the Ground. In the mean time the 


Priſoners in the Strong-Room were 
' obliged to ſurrender, and were hauled 
out one by one into the Lodge, where 
every Man of them was Ironed, and 


then carried away to Bridewell. Aſter the 
Marſhal's Poſſe were gone, I, with two 


more, helped up the poor wounded Pri- 


ſoner, and carried him into a Room, 
facing the Street, where, after he had 


been ſome time, he laid, in a very faint 
I manner, that he was murdered : We. 
| toon pat him to Bed, but in four Days 


234 afterwards 
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upon the Body, and a Surgeon attend- 


that i was on one fide of the Head, 


„ 
afterwards he expired. His Corps Was 


carried down into the Chapel, where he 
lay ſome time for the Coroner's In- 


queſt; the Coroner fate ſeveral times 


ed them, and having examined the 
Head, found where the Fracture lay, 


which was ſplit Triangle-wiſe, and that 
one point of the Skull was broke in 
upon the inward Membrane of the 


Brain, which the Surgeon faid he would 


fwear was the Cauſe of his Death, and 
 lometime afterwards the Jury brought 


in their Verdict wilſul Murder; an Ac- 
count whereof being brought to the 


four abovementioned Perſons, they im- 


mediately abſconded, and by that means 


eſcaped Puniſhment. I being reduced to 
the loweſtCircumſtances, was ſoon remoy- 
cd to the common Side, where, after I had 


lain ſome time, and my Creditor not 


proceeding in his Action, I got it ſu- 


perſeded. Nevertheleſs, the Marſhal re- 
fuſed to diſcharge me, unleſs I would 


pay him about four Pounds for a diſ- 


charging Fee, and Chamber Rent 
(though | none was due to him) and 
finding | 


6 


finding no Relief, I was obliged to 
give him my N ote for the Money, in 
order to have my Tar. 


* 2 Sometime alter this (my Cre 


ditor purſuing me) L was again arreſted 
for the three hundred Pounds in the 


Mayor's Court, and immediately car- 
Tied to the Peultry-Compter, and put 
into the Common-ſide. There at my 
| Entrance the Priſoners demanded four 


Shillings and eight Pence for my Gar- 
niſh Money , which I readily paid 
them. This Place is governed by a 
Conſtable, and twelve Men, which are 


com monly called Twelvers, and are all 


of them Priſoners there. T he Goaler 
empowers the Conſtable to keep Peace 
and Quietneſs in the Goal, and to re- 


ceive and divide the Charities. Here are 
ten Wards, three of which are called 
Pay- Wards, and named the half 
| 4 Ward,, the eighteen | Penny 
Ward, and alteen Penny Ward, be- 


cauſe the Perſons reſiding in theſe 
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Wards pay theſe Prices. The half 
Crown Ward has two Beds in it, 
{ wack brings to the Goaler ten Shil- 
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lings fer Week : the eighteen Penny 
Ward has three Beds in it, which 


brings him in nine Shillings per. Week ; 


and the fifteen Penny Ward has four 5 
Beds in it, which brings i in ten Shil- 
lings per Week, at two.in each Bed; 
an if any Priſoner belonging to any 
of theſe Wards does not pay this 
Rent every Monday Morning, when the 
black Book s comes to them, he is 
immediately turned down to the com- 
mon Wards, where he muſt find his 
own Bed, or lie upon the Floor. 
This Priſon has the Benefit of ſeveral 
Charities. The Sheriff ſends Coals for 
all the common Wards the whole 
Year, and one Penny Loaf to each 


Priſoner every Morning. There are 


alſo ſome other Charities, which are 
diſtributed to the Priſoners at Chri/t- 
mas, Eaſter, and Whitſontide. On Chrifi- 

mas-Eve the Lord-Mayor collects Cha- 
rity for them, and ſends them in the 
Victuals he receives. The Money he 
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colle&s is ia cut in Beef for them; 


and perhaps for three or four Weeks 


ſends them in ſeventeen Stone of goo 


Beef. At ' Chriſtmas, all the Pariſhes 
in Londbn that gather for the Queſt, 


ſend in for ſeventeen or eighteen Weeks 
together, ſeven Stone and odd Pounds 
of - Beef, and perhaps about one Shil- 
ling is is given each of the Priſoners, at 
twice, in the Chriſtmas Holy-Days. E- 


very Saturday in the Year the Sheriff 


lends in four or five Stone of Beef, 
which 1s boiled in Broth every 3 


day, ſor the Priſoners Dinners. He or 
She that goes to Church has his 
Lot, but thoſe who neglect that Duty 


have none; for which Reaſon, when 


the Miniſter is in his Sermon, the 
Conſtable pricks every Priſoner upon 


his Lift that is there. On Eafter-Eve 


alſo the Lord-Mayor collects Charity 


for them again, and ſends them in the 


Victuals which he receives on that 
Eve, and the Money is equally di- 


vided on Eafter Monday, among the 


Priſoners, and commonly amounts to 
about nine Pence, or one Shilling a 
N D 2 piece, 


together, after Chriſtmas, his ws; 
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iece. At Whitſuntide. each Priſones. 

pi about twelye Pence given him; 

il Es and On Mt afummer-Day there 1s given 

i to them a Quarter of Beef, with one 

Shilling in Money to each of them. 

Sometimes it happens that well- diſpoſed 7 

Perſons give fifty or one hundred nds | 

We. towards the. diſchar ging of mall Debts, c 

B but if it is left. in the Goaler's Hands, 

if as ſometimes it is, he diſcharges whom 

| Bo he pleaſes, and lies the Maney as 
he likes beſt, 
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The Goaler of this Place has Dounn 
. to remove to Newgate any Priſoner that 
hf ſhall offend him, or againſt whom he 
|; takes a Prejudice; which Power ſome 
Perions have ben ſo unfortunate to 
feel the Effects of The Goal itſelf is 
if a clean Goal, but fo cloſe, that in the 
"is Summer * die there; and if 
| | the Priſoner has no Friends to take care 
Mt | of his Body, he is carried and thrown 
i naked into the Ground, at the Burying- 
il Hjlace near Ola Bedlam without performing 
5 any Service over him. From this Place L 

= removed my ſelf to the King's-Bench. 
5 When I was brought thither, I was carried 

into 
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into. the inward Lodge, as is uſual; 
there to pay what Money could be 
got; and preſently the Head-Turnkey 
comes and demands one Pound two 


Shillings and ſix Pence for my Com- 


mitment-Fee, but the; Turnkey well 
knowing me, turned me in at laſt with- 
out it; having been one Week and half 


in this Priſon, and having no Money to 
ſubſiſt on in the Maſter-Side (where I 


firſt was) I deſired the Marſhal to 
ſwear me a, Pauper i into the Com- 


mon-Side, which he ought not to re- 


fuſe (though it has been done, where 


the Priſoner does not pay his Com- 


mitment-Fee) which he having done 
accordingly, I went in, and Was ad- 


mitted into a 


the Monday following, © 2 


The Common-fide: «i. dvi de S into 


three Wards; the Upper-Ward, Mid- 


*— 


That is, the Marſhal gives the poor Man an 
| Oath, that he is not worth, and can t command 


five Pounds, and a Perſon ſo fworn in, 


intituled to a Share with the other Priſo 
ans Charities. 
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dle-Ward, and Kni ghts-Ward, and are 

dark Holes, / four Foot under 
G und. In each of theſe Wards there 
are ſmall Cabbins, like Dog-Kennels; 
the Upper-Ward has eight, the Mid- 
dle-Ward has nine, and the Knights- 
Ward has eleven; in all, twenty ght 5 
Every Night at ten of the Clock the 
Priſoners here are all lock'd down in 
theſe Wards, every one in the Ward 
he belongs to. The Yard they have 
18 very cloſe; they have three Rooms 
and à Dining-Room, wherein they | 
make Fires in the Day- time to drefs | 
what Victuals they get; and under 
this Dining - Room are two Rooms for 
the Sick. The whole is indeed a 
diſmal Place, not fit ſor ere to 


be in. 


- a 3 into 
three Wards, ſo each Ward takes its 
begging Day at the Grate; and what 


is got in the running Boxes that Day, 


is equally divided by the Aſſiſtant 


of that Ward, whoſe begging Day it 


5 which perhaps. may amount to ſix 
Todd or eight Pence fer Day, which 
J Money : 


. 8 1 —— . rs 
a A 7 . n 8 7 PE ; 
W R 5 0 „ by 5 . 5 KEE 48 * N 3 7 
P of PRs 7 +42 2 C — WP 3 . 
2 * . R S N ont 1377 . — r 3 Nr 3 
2 c T0 I ON M ala ö 


e e e Wn AE MET; 
"2 8 L 85 a 8 3 {0 AY 7 ET 


fk. a et r int ow. ro et: Sociaes xc. 


bid © ff? 


* 3 
RV 
* e 5 2 


(23) 
Money is "to laft them three Days, 
till their begging Day comes in turn 
again. There are alſo Basket - men, 
ſometimes more, and ſometimes leſs, 
that go out in a Week. Each Man 
is to bring in two Baskets of Victuals 


er Week: if he fails in ſo doing, he 


is to pay one Shilling for each Basket 
be ſo fails to bring in; and what 
Money their Basket-men get into their 
Box, they have for their Trouble. If 
any of theſe Basket-men bring in 
Money in the room of a Basket of 
Victuals, that Money is given to the 
acting Aſfiſtant for the time being, 
and by him is put into the Poors- 
Box, which ſtands in their little Yard ; 

and every third Monday, commonly 
called Aſſiſtant- Day, all the Money 
that is in that Poors-Box is equally 


| | divided through the Common-ſide, be- 


fore the new Aſſiſtants are choſe ; : 
which Money amounts ſometimes' to 
one Shilling, ſometimes to eie 
W each Priſoner. 


The Leather ſellers Smfany give 
chireye three Penny-Loaves of Bread 
every 


| (24) 

| every Quarter, with four Shillings in 
Money. Every eight Weeks ſixty five 
Penny-Loaves of Bread come in from 
Mrs. Simcoat's Charity; with a Quartet 
of Beef every Midſammer, and the ſame 
every Chriſtmas. The greateſt Charity 
is that called the Exhibition, or Coun- 
ty Monies, every County, City, and 
Town- corporate, in England and Wales, 


paying forty. Shillin Aunum Kor 
. and the 22 2 : 
amount. yearly, for. each iſe, _ 4 
ſixty four Pounds eleven Shillings and 
fix Pence, which Money was to be 
applied in buying Brooms, Mops and 
| Shoyels for keeping the Goal clean, 
for Candles for the reſpective Wards, 
for Coals, for Maintenance of the Sick, 
allowing them an Apothecary, and for 
Neceſſaries during their Sickneſs ; alſo 
for the Charges of Swperſedeas's, for 
ſuch poor Priſoners as ſhould become 
intituled to the Benefit of them; There 
are other annual Legacies given yearly 
to the ſaid Priſon, amounting to up- 
wards of one hundred and three Pounds | 
are n * Jour 1 the 
wrt... Ms "great 


tw) 


greateſt part of which has not been id 


to the P riloners. upwards of fit teen 
Years. „„ | 

K . „ 1. io. % NE 
Mr. James Dadd by his; 
Will leſt thirty Pounds 1 
per Aunum to <q paid n 
of a Farm of about two 
hundred Pounds a Year, | 
at Hartl-Row near Hart- 30 O 09 
ford-B ridge, in the carl 
of Sout hampton, for the Uſe 
of the poor Priſoners on] 
the Common-ſide of the 
King Bench. 
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County of Hartford, in 
the Year 1669, by his 
Will gave De four 
Pounds a Year for ever] 
to the poor Priſoners of 24 00 00 
the King's-Bench, Rl © 
_ eutofa Farm of one hun- 
dred and twenty Pounds 


Arthur Child Eſq; of "= 


| 8 a Year, lying in the Pa- 
| 1 ray 5 Tiſh of Stephenage. ; 


E Mr. 
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Mr. Samuel Wet Citizen I 


London, by his Will gave] 
ſixteen Pounds a Year to 


the poor Priſoners of the 
King's-Bench, to be 


] 
| 


out of the Gwünd- Rente 


ariſing from ſeveral -Hou- 


ſes in Coleman- Street Lon- 


Mr. John NV F of e 
in the County of Kent, 


in the Year 1654, gave 
a Legacy of twelve Pounds 
a Year for ever to the: 
poor Priſoners of the 
King's-Bench, to be paid 
out of an Eſtate in 
Charlton. 

A Legacy was given by 
one of the Family of the 
Luſhingtor's, to the poor 


Priſoners of the King s- 


paid 16 oo os 


| F 


* hw, 


| 


W 


> EE 0 


12 O0 oo 


ö 


Bench, payable out of * 13 04 


; Eftate in Kngsdown * 
Kent, of e Penn 


i 


thirteen Shillings and four | L 


Pence for ever. 


Robert 


i. Wy 


| ( 27 ) 
Robert Henly Eſq; by his 
laſt Will gave ten Pounds | 
a Year for ever for the, 
Ule of the poor Priſoners 
of the Common-ſide of 


the King's-Bench, payable > 10 o oo 5 


by the Poſſeſſors of an 
Eſtate lying near the 
Church of Harro on the 


Hill, in the . of 
Hartford. 


Together 103 13 4 


But of theſe ſix Legacies the Pri- 
ſoners do not receive twenty Pounds a 


23 
3 0 
5 
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When I firſt came in on the Com- 


mon- ſide, the Turnkey would not un- 
lock the Door, and let the Priſoners 
out of their reſp ective Wards, to have 


the Liberty of Co egging at the Grate 


of the Priſon, before ſix or ſeven in the 
Morning (which was a great Loſs to 
8 by Reaſon that they ſometimes 
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get more from Travellers and Market- 

people paſſing by early, and are moved 
with the Cries of the Poor, than they 
do the reſt of the Day.) Shortly aſter- 
wards there was a new Turnkey, and 
he kept us lock'd in till Eight in the 
Morning; refuſing to let us out of the 
Priſon to beg, at the uſual Hour (which 
was about four in the Morning) unleſs 
we would give him Four- pence every 
Morning, (which was a great deal out 
of our Pittance.) Upon which, Appli- 

cation was made to the Marſhal. He 

reply'd, we muſt then give him Four- 
pence a Morning, for he would not 
order it. otherwiſe. And we were ob- 


| liged to petition the Lord Chief Ries 
for Redreſs. 


When a Man is admitted a Pauper 
on the 9 Side k, he pays 38 


N bl I 
7 


* No Priſoner but what is. a Debtor is intitled 
to any Share in the Charities of the Common Side, 


(who are the only Perſons that are intitled to the | | 


Charities, . the Maſters Side of the Priſon havin 
none,) except only the Charity of the Baskets of 
broken Victuals brought in every Week, by the 


When 
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pence to "the three Aſſiſtants for the 


time being, for, writing his Admittance; 
then he pays ſixteen Pence to the Stew 
is * we for every Priſoner ſo com- 

then the firſt Day he goes to 


* Grite to beg in his Ward, he pays 


Three-pence 55 his own Watch, and 


Three- ence to the other Watch; the 
Ward being divided into two Watches, 


one to relieve the other; and Two- 
pence half-penny he gives to the two 
running Box-men for their Due. The 
youngeſt Priſoner is made Scavenger l, 


and the ſecofid youngeſt is made Con | 


ſtable m; and three Weeks after a Per- 


| ſon is out of theſe Offices, he is choſe 


Afiſtant tor the Ward he belongs to. 


2 


1 9 


Men that Ti rind; =) as to thoſe, a Priſoner 
for an Offence to the Crown, who is on the Com- 
mon Side, has a Share i in them. 


The Scavenger's Buſineſs is to keep the. Yard 
and the Wards of the Common Side clean. 


m The Conſtable is to ſummon the Priſoners, 


1 neceſſary, by Order of the three Aſſiſtants, 


Without Fee or Reward. 


Some 


The). 


Some little time after TI was admitted 
2 Pauper in the Common Side, four . 
Priſoners of the Maſters Side one N igt 
broke a Hole through a Wall that 
parts the Vault from the Garden; the 
Deſign had been ſome time under Con- 5 
ſideration, and a Fortnight before it 
was intended to be put in Execution, 
one of the Parties in the Contiivance 
diſcovers the Deſign to the Marſhal, . 
and informed him of the Night which 1 
was fixed for this Purpoſe. Where- 


upon the Marſhal, when the time came, 


placed ſeveral of his People in the Gar- Lg 
den, with drawn Cutlaſſes in their 
Hands, teady to receive em. The four = 
Pritoners made a Hole through the 
Wall into the Garden, where they im- 

mediately diſcover'd the Marſhal's Peo- 


ple attending arm'd to receive em, 


upon which they return'd to their re- 5 
ſpective Rooms; but had not been long 
there before the Turnkeys, with the 


n Watchman of the Houſe, came and 


* There i is TW tha who watches of Nights 


in the Priſon, to whom the Marſhal * fiye Sni 
ung. per Week. 0 7 
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ſeized three of the four, and lock d 
them up in the Strong-Room that 
Night; the next Morning they were 
ſent for into the Lodge, and after they 
were examined, were ſent to the Mar- 
halſea Priſon; two of em were ironed 
with heavy Irons, and lock'd' down in 
the Strong-Room of the Marſbalſea o 
ten Weeks and upwards by the Mar- 
* ſhal's Order; and the Man who made 
the Diſcovery had the Liberty of the 
Rules granted him. After ſome time, 
the Friends of that Priſoner - who was 
ſent without Irons, became tired of re- 
lieving him, and being ſeized with a 
violent Fever, ſent to acquaint the 
| Marſhal hereof, and entreated he might 
return back, for that otherwiſe he muſt 
| inevitably periſh. Whereupon the Mar- 
ſhal granted his Requeſt, and moved 
him back to the Common Side, and 
ſwore him into the Charity of the Baſ- 
| ket only; for he not being a Priſoner 
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| This is a Dungeon, or dark Hole, with a Ring 
in the middle of the Room, to faſten down Pri- 
ſoners to the Floor. 
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for Debt, could not be ſworn into, or 
partake: of any of the other: Charities, 

Aſter which the Man grew better, and at 
laſt recovered. Shortly afterwards, one 
of the other two that was then leſt at 


the Marſhal [ſea, was alſo there taken with 


a violent malignant Fever, attended 
with a Flux; and, by the Care of a 


Friend, had enn Bliters laid on him. 


Which the Marſhal hearing of, and ex- 
pecting he would die, atimediatly ſent 
Orders to bring him and the other 

back again to the King - Bench Priſon: 
Which was done accordingly; and they 
were both turned into the Common 
Side. The ſick: Man was brought in 
an open Chair, through a great Shower 
of Rain, ſupported. by two Men, and 
wrapped up in Blankets, having at the 
ſame time all his Bliſters upon him. The 
Priſoners of the Common Side immedi- 
ately put him in one of their ſick Rooms, 
where, in ſour or five Days aſter, he 
expired, in a very e Condition. 


The Diſtemper of which he died was 
ſo very malignant, that it raged aſter- 
wards through the Common Side, and 


many Priſoners died of it. 
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ality Hh, Maſter' 8 19 an a blind 


25 Van died, and his Friends leſt ſome 
Money with the Turnkey to lay out 
in Wine, for the old Man's Acquaint- 


ance in the Priſon. Whereupon, one 


of em went to the Turnkey, deſir- 


ing his Share of the Wine. But 
the Turnkey told him there was no 


more Wine to come in. The Priſoner 
knowing the contrary, told him he 
| would L know that from the old Man's 
Friends, the next Morning. Where- 


upon the Turnkey coller'd the Priſoner, 


and late that Night hauled him from 


the Maſter's Side to the Common Side, 
and locked him down there, in the 
middle Ward ; and there happening to 


be a Pail of Water left ſtanding there, 
and no Light, the Priſoner fell into it, 


and was forced to fit up all that N ight 


in his wet Clothes; ſo that in the 
Morning he was, to the great- Surprize 


of the other Priſoners, found there al- 
moſt dead; it — then very cold 


Meather. They took him into the 


Knight's Ward. Room, where he ſat by 


the Fo and fone... R gext Night 


he 
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he was obliged to ſit up again in the 
open Ward, no Perſon daring to take 
him into their Cabin, becauſe the Mar- 
ſhal had acquainted the Aſſiſtants of the 
Common Side, That if he knew, at 
any time, when he ſent a Priſoner thi- 
ther for not paying his Commitment- 


Fee, or upon any Diſpleaſure, that any 


Man ſhould offer to take ſuch Perſon 
into a Cabin or Bed, he would ſevere- 


ly puniſh him that did it. So the poor 


Man falling ill of a violent Fever, was 
thereupon, the next Day, carried pack 
to the Maſter's Side again; where he 


lived about a Weck, and then ex- 


pired. 


The Marſhal ought to ſwear in poor 


Priſoners Paupers, as above mentioned, 


when they have nothing wherewith to 


help themſelves: Nevertheleſs, when 
ſome of theſe poor People have beggd 
the Marſhal to ſwear em in, that they 


might partake of the Charities of the 


Place, he has reply'd, No; farve and 
be dumm if they did not raiſe him 


his Commitment-Fee, (which was one 
Pang two —— and Six-pence ;) to 
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do which, ſome of theſe poor Wretches 


and their Wives have been obliged to 


pawn their Clothes, and pay him the 
Money, before he would wear em in 
e N Tas AY K e 


The PiiGhers of tho Common: Side 
being in great Diſtreſs and Want, gave 
Orders to their Steward, to go and 


ſettle Accounts with the Receiver of 
their Exhibition, or County-Money v, 
(there being a particular Receiver ſor 
that purpoſe.) Which accordingly was 
performed: And there appeared, by the 
Receiver's own Accounts, to be at that 
time due to the poor Pridnem on the 
Common Side of the King Bench, ſe- 


venty two Pounds, beſides ſurther Ar- 
rears, which together amounted to near 


P This Money the ider are intitled to, by 
an AQ of Parliament made in the forty third Year 
of Queen Elizabeth, for Relief of inſolvent Debr- 
ors, whereby the Priſoners of the Common Side 


ought to have ſixty ſeven Pounds out of the Money 


thereby appointed to be paid by the Counties, Cities, 


and Towns Corporate, throughout England: and 
the Tags vuth to the Priſoners of the Ree ayes. 
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one hundred and twenty Pounds, 
Whereupon the Prifoners acquainted 
the Marſhal with the ſame, and de- 
ſired him to ſign a Note, to empower 
the Keeper of the Priſon Seal to fix the 
ſame to their Order for the Receiyer to 
pay the ſame to their Steward; for un- 
lefs the Marſhal will fign this Note, 
the Seal cannot be affixt, nor can 
the Priſoners receive their Money: 
But (though he is obliged to it) he * 
fohutely refuſed ſo to do, 


The Priſoners moved the Court py; 
King's-Bench ; and the Order made þy 
the . was ſerved upon all the Trea- 
ſurers and County Clerks where the 
laid Arrears was due. They ſent up 
Letters, acquainting our N that 
it was the Receiver's Neglect the ſame 
was unpaid. So that we were of Opi- 
nion that the Treaſurer and Marſhal 
had agreed together about this Money, 
as had been done before for two hun- 


dred Pounds, which was never paid, be- 


cauſe the laſt Act for diſcharging inſol- 
vent Debtors had diſcharged the Per- 
ſons who ought - to haye had the Bene- 
| fir 
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fit of it. We then xtitioned the Lord 
. a, as Lp Pk. 


| The humble Niem 1 the 1 
ſoners in the Common Side of 


che Ning 5. Bench Priſon, 


5 Moſt humbly ſheweth, 
Hat by Reaſon of the great Arrears, A 

and the Jom Payment of the Coun- 4 

2 Monies to the Receiver e Your | 


Petitioners are become conſiderably in- 
debjed unto their Steward, WT Apothe- 
4057 their Baker, zei Smal-beer Brewer, 


quay ſign, and # bat the he or may 
5,4 Houſe-Seal to ſuch Appointments 


6 are abſolutely neceſſary, for the Di 
it Charge 


638) 
tharge of our ſaid Debts ; that 9 


be paid out of the ſaid Arrears of Ex- 
hibition, or wg e when and as 


the ſame ſhall recerved 1 the Re- 
cerver. ; | vv 4 


And your Petitioners,” as in 
Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


This Petition was ſigned by e $ | 


of 0 Hands. ws 


WOO 


And with thi Petition they incloſed | 
a Letter from the Lord Mayor of York, 


who declared it was the Receiyer's 
Neglect the Priſoners had it not. 


Whercupon, His Lordſhip having read 
the ſame, and heard what the Receiver 


had to lay for himſelf, ordered the Pe- 
titioners ſhould be paid, And the Re- 


ceiver then propoſed to pay them ſour 
Pounds: But they not contented there- 
with, by Reaſon fo great an Arrear 
was due to them, they thereupon wrote 
to him the following s Le, vis. 
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EEK 


HE miſerable Condition, and dreads 


I fel State of Poverty we at this 


time labour under, is the Occaſion of theſe 
melancholy Lines; and Misfortunes daily 
| encreaſe for Want of common Subfiſtence + 

And our Number of poor unfortunate Men 
| being more in Number than uſual, and by 
| long Confinement have worn out the Cha- 
| rity of all our Friends, and nothing got 
| at the Grate, as uſual ; no, not ſo much 
Charity as would ſubſiſi ten Men, altho 
forty, at this time, by .woful Experience, 


is obliged to be ſatisfied therewith, Coal; 
we have got; but them we cannot eat. 


| Bread is what we crave at this time; 
for which we ſue to You, who, we hope, 


holds the Staff of Life in your Hands, that 


| will glad the Hearts of the Afiitted, now 
| flarving for Want. The Money that is 
| due on Arrears from the ſeveral Coun- 
| tes, Cities, an Towns, world preſerve 
us, and keep us from periſhing, at this 


Juncture; though one at preſent is now 


| expiring for Want 7. herefore We defire 


You to advance us thirty fix Pounds, 
5 which 
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tee o Commons, For us 10 fla 
| #he ſaid Counties: to be in Arrears 10 u, 
vill not appear much. to. your Character 
before God and ds 5; we. vg: 101 
vit bout e 


Hands. 


0" "5" 


diſk Coun 
ties, Cities, and 37, Bs, „ ( not) .we muſt 
be obliged to lay this "moſt heavy Griev- 
ance © before the - honourable the Cummit- 


P 
vn 
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de, and 
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Nr 


From your Jumble — 
0 ut ofortonate s Servant e 


This was ſigned by upwards of = 


He 8 the Westen i in a Paſſion at | 
the Meſſenger, and faid he valued us 


not, and woods Sather! no more of our 
Money. | | 


And ths the 3 coſted, till the 


Priſoners being informed of the noble 


and pious Diſpoſition of the preſent 


Parliament for Relief of the Prifonen| 
| Grievances, did reſolve to lay their} 


before] a 
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(41) 
before them; and agreed to have the 
following Particulars made the Ground 


of their Complaint. . 


hat the Marſhal took no Care to clean 
the Priſon, or keep it in Repair, though 
_ obliged to it by Af of Parliament, and 


otherwiſe. So that the ſmall . Charities 


given to ſupper! the Priſoners are much 


exhauſted in buying Brooms, Shovels, and 
other Neceſſaries, to keep the Priſon 
—— 


"That the poor Priſoners on the Common 
Side are lock d up ina. ſmall Circumfte= 


rence, (though now more in Number than 


_ was ever known,) and hindereth them in 
à great meaſure from taking the Air; and 


orders that none of em ſhall be allowed 


the Benefit of walking in the Garden of 


the Priſon (though it is the Right of the 
Priſoners ſo to do) without his particu” 
lar Leave for that Purpoſe ; and upon 
Complaints of Abuſes in their Charities, 


bids them Starve and be damn'd, 


0 That the Exhibition, or County-Money, 
was withheld from them. 
5 ꝶf !! x he 


= 
0 a ( i. ) 
* ” * . 
ö 0 * * . { d . % 3 6 | » 
. % J __ \ p 
5 3s od F 4 L 


' hat if any of the Priſoners endeavour 
to right themſelves, the Marſhal threatens 


* 


to yo them to the New Goal, or Mar- 
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ſhalſea Priſon, or removes them to the 
Maſter's Side 4 ; and has actually removed Þ 
the poor Priſoners according). f 


| That ſeveral Legacies of conſiderable 
| Value are detained from the Priſoners. . 
That the Marſhal has detained in the. 
Goal ſeveral poor Priſoners, after their 
Actions had been ka and that 
they ought to have been diſcharged, ſome 
twenty Weeks or more, becauſe they have 
1 not been able to pay him ten Pounds for 
Fees unjuſtly demanded of em; when he 
knew at the ſame time that they had not 
one Farthing to ſubſiſt un: And notwith= 
- flanding by the Orders of the Priſon, 10 
Priſoner having his Superſedeas is longer 
intitled to any of the Charities of the 


. — 5 . - 
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On the Maſter's Side they have no Benefit of 
any Charity, and if they have not Friends to ſup- 
part 'em, muſt periſh for Want. 


* ; -— Priſon ; 


643) - 
Priſon; nevertheleſs, to keep ſuch Pri- 
oners fon. Parving, the remaining Pri- 
ſoners have been obliged to contribute out 
75 their Charities, for the Support of the 
Priſoner who ought to have been diſ- 
charged. n NEO POET 
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That when any Priſoner is really poor, 
and is not worth and cannot command 
Jive Pounds, upon his making Oath of the 
ſame before the Marſhal, he ought to be 
preſently. admitted into the Benefit and 
Share of the Charities of the Common. Side. 


That the Murſhal ought not to remove 
any Pauper from the Common Side (and 
the Benefit of the Charities there) to the 


* 4 


Maſter's Side, under the Penalty of fifiy 
Pounds; nevertheleſs, ſeveral Paupers have 

been fo removed by the Marſhal, upon 
Piques and groundleſs Complaints; where 
they mußt inevitably ſtarve, unleſs they 
have Friends that will ſupport em. 


That - the-Marſhats Turnkey did coms 
into the Common Side, and violently aſſault 
and beat a Priſoner there, in ſo cruel a 
Manner, without any juſt Provogation, 

G 2 „ 
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(44) 
that the Priſoner had like t0\bwos Toft on 
of his Eyes ;" and "the Priſoner ſending u 
Complaint” "thereof 70 'the Mayſhal\ was J 


far from meeting with | Redreſd;" tharnin> 
ſend of puniſhing £ or renovins" the I. urnkey, 


the Priſoner Was Pomootd 16 "OT Ms _— 
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"Which Heads were + axcordiagly, with 


Aber Things, formed into à Petition: 
and being ſign'd by upwards of ſorty 
Prifoners, was delivered to their Agent, 


to be preſented to the Houſe of Com- | 
pm ed a 


0 SER, 
4 


The Marſhal 1 being ien sed of what * 


had paſt, and getting together about 


fifteen of his favourite Priſoners in the 
Maſter's Side, ſent for ſome of the Pri- 
ſoners from the Common Side (who he 
heard had been active in this Petition) 


to attend him. At firſt he began in a 


harſh Manner to expoſtulate about the 
" above-mentioned Caſe of the Turnke 

and the Pauper; but ſhortly aste warte 
told them he had heard of their Com- 
n againſt him, and could not ima- 
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& what Reaſon he had given them, 
2 at all times ſtudied to Give them 
on all. Occaſions. It Was anſwered, The 
Complaints ; delivered, were vaſt. Re+ 

call. Whereupon, the Pikes he had 
got wm the Maſter's 87 Side laid. they 
knew of no Grievances, but that if 
there were any, they begg'd they might 
all act in Conjunction; and. that 
they might ſee what our Complaint 
were, and they offered to place. em 
for. us in proper Order. But we told 
em, as before, That our Complaints 
were delivered, and we hoped to be re- 
lieved: And as to their Help, we believed 
our Heads were as good as theirs, and 


that we did not thereſore ſtand i in N eed 
ob; their Aſliſtance. 


The Marſhal thereupon rabies. T hat 

if three of the Pritoners of the Com- 
mon Side (naming them) were but out 
of the way, he could manage the reſt 
pretty well; and preſently ordered his 
Head-Turnkey to. bring him ſix Bottles 
of Wine, for the Company to drink the 
Healths of the King, Lords and Com- 
Mons, and of — Honourable Com- 


mittec. 


( 46) 
mittee. Wine being brought accord- 
ingly, he, drank the Healths in one 
Glaſs, and then went away, E 
the reſt to do the like. 


Aſter three or four Days ſpent in vain, 
endeavouring to bring the Priſoners of 
the Common- ſide into Conjunction | 
with their Friends on the Maſter” 8 
ſide, the Marſhal, or his Friends fran— 
ed a Writing, wherein. were "ſeveral 
Encomiums on the Generoſity and 
Humanity of the Marſhal to his Pri- 
ſoners, and with this Writing, the 
Favourites of the Marſhal, went about 
the Maſter's-ſide to get the Hands of 


the Priſoners thereto; and ſome of 


the poorer ſort, through- Fear and 
Threats, were forced to ſign it; and 
about fifty Hands were got to it, out 
of one hundred and twelve, the. reſt 
being very ftrenuouſly againft him ; 
and many of thoſe that did ſign it a 
now repent it; and declare, that in a 
little time they will diſcloſe what they. 
know. 


While 
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While hag Matters joy mad 5 


ing, it happened one Night, that a 
Priſoner having been relieved by his 
Friends, came diſordered. from the 
Tap- Houſe into one of the Wards, 


and quarrelling with one of the Pri 
foners, ſtakes down half a Crown to 
fight E * one of the Priſoners takes 


it up, and delivers it to a By-ſtander, 


to be return'd back to the Man again 


the next Morning, when he was ſo- 


The next "RE at Priſoner 


* 4 had ſtak d the alt e de- 


mands it back again; but being in- 


debted to the Priſon three Shil- 


lings, the two Aſſiſtants took the 
Conſtable, and went to the Perſon who 


had the half Crown in keeping, and 


demanded the ſame, and having got it, 
they put it into the Poor's Box, to- 


. 


1 oo. 


. The Marſhal lets out the Tap-Houſe i in the 
Priſon at a hundred Pounds per Aunum. 


hr | Wards 


- (48) 
wards the Satisfaction of the three 
Shillings. owing by him to the Priſon. 
Complaint Was hereupòn 1 n to the 
Marſhal, and upon Enquiry, being in- 
formed, that the three Men he wanted 
out of the Way, were the Officers and 
Perſons concerned herein, he immedi- 
ately ſent for them, and examined 
them; and notwithſtanding the Caſe 
plainly appeared to him to be as above 
related, and that the Man had likewiſe 
the half Crown returned him again 
out of the Poor's-Box , the Marſhal | 
told them he would try them at 
Kingſton Aſſizes, and ordered them all 
three to the Maſter's-ſide (though one 
of them neither took the half Crown, 
nor put it into the Box) where they 
ſtill remain, and where the Marſhal 
tells them they ſhall continue, till the 
Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons comes down, and moves them 
back again; and has alſo ordered the 
other Priſoners of the Common: ſide to 
cut them off from all Shares and Al- i 
lowanoes i in their Charities. . 
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e angle for Debt; er L had 
en kept for ſome time in a Spung- 
ing hotſe, 1 Was tarried to the King's- 
Bench Priſon. The Turnkey demand 
e one Pound two Shilli 


Pente for a Commitment- Fee. I had 
not ſo much Money to pay, but pro- 
miſed to pay what I was obliged to, 


L as won as T ſhould be able, He 4 


fiſted-. upon it as a Right; and told 
me, it would be better for me not 
to be obſtinate; and perceiving I had 


ſome” Money about me, though not 
enough for all his Demands, he called 
| for two Quart Bottles of Claret, of 
Which I partock with him; and then 


Je told me there was four $hillings 


five Shillings to himſelf, and wo Shil- 
lings and ſix Pente to the under Turn- 


key; and inſiſted that I ſhould pay 
| it, or it ſhould be the worſe for me: 


H where 


ngs and fix 


r me to pay for the Wine; beſides 
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ready expended all the ſmall Matter I 
of Shillings; and ſome ſew Halſ-pente, 


50 J. 


whereupon I was forced to pay the ſame 


accordingly: : ; and on à ſudden I was hur- 
ried i into the Goal, and the Key turned 


on me. A Perſon with a Staff in his 
Hand, like a Conſtable; preſently ac- 
coſted me, and demanded two Shil- 


lings and fix Pence for: Garniſh-roney ; 


telling me he was 4 Cönſtable, and | 
muſt be paid it. I deſired him to 
have a little Patience, for I wv 


had brought with me, except a couple 


but hopck in a Day or two. I ſhould 


be enabled to pay it, and that then 


he ſhould have it, With which he Was 
dne en a, } I. 8 Me ko _ 5 g A ney — 


1 Was lk 3 A1 ahe Chinn: 
berlain : He inſiſted upon two Shilling 
Entrance to a Bed, and had it of me 


accordingly. I was then brought to 
a Room called the dark Room, 
having no Windows in it, or any. 
other Light but from the Door, 


when open; and he ſent another Pric 


ſoner to lie with me, who had an un- 
—— Quality artending him. 


Aſter 


(5: ) 


N 


** 
» 


- "After" 1 had been in - the Priſon a- 


ſhalſea-Priſon forthwith, and no En- 
treaties or Arguments could prevent 
it. I begd F might take my Coat 
(Which I was then without) but he 
ſwore I ſhould not, and hurried me 
away immediately to the Mar/halſea- 
Priſon, where I was ordered to the 
Duke's-Ward (a Room about fourteen 
Foot long, and eleven Foot wide; 
and in that Room twenty eight poor 
Men, ſometimes more, very ſeldom 
leſs, are continually locked up.) When 
IL was locked into this Place, comes. 
the Conſtable, and the Elders, as 
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they call them b, and Aung four 
Shillings- and. ſix Pence Garniſh»mo- 
ney ©; and not baring, ſo much about 
me, they immediately ſtript me of 


liged- to ſend and 1 the Money 
Fang 1 I; K my Clothes back. 
otwithſta was put into this. 


Ward, TI) 1 Liberty of the Pri- 


ſon, and in a few Days, afterwards. 
went to the Keeper, and in an humble 
Way, asked by what. "Anthori 5 
Was confined in that Place. Her ich 
he, had no 


of the Nara, and that I 


break out and be 1 or wes 


Wa x not 5 wy it and, ; ſo we; 


9 „There is a 88 for pn Ward, wh 
Conſtable ſometimes holds his Place for ſeverah 
Months, and the Elders are commonly the olgeſt 
Priſoners, and are choſe by the 1 aps wi of 


_ the King -Beuch Priſon. | 


This Money is applied to duying Suche 5 
and Firing for that _ in N the Priſoner 
who pays it, is. placed. WW: $39 ily 


Ly — A 


1 55 TE I had on, and I was 


rit or Warrant againſt 
me, but what, he did was ＋ ſaree] 
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Ward, ce Seck War 15 
e, each of whic have 
Jeſs than - thirty , Prifaners,, 
1 els, ſome of whom lie in 
Wels, but moſt of them onthe 
bare Joor. Some of theſe Wards are 
about fifteen or ſixteen Foot long, a 
thirteen or fourtcen., broad, others not 
| and all of them cloſe, with 
pen Tub in each Ward, in which 
Priſoners eaſe themſelves; the Of: 
fenſiveneks of which, as well as the 
Noiſomneſs of the Place, renders. it 
moſt unwholeſome, and intolerable, 
and is the Cauſe of great Sickneſs, 
and frequent Death among them. The 
dave EY 4 6 ba are above the 
her Wards, but from the hi ; 
the loweſt they abound 1 
Bugs, And other Vermin: ; and the Po- 
1 verty 
— 


more 


yet when I was cating my N 
many eager Eyes were alwa 
upon me, ſuch a Number "Flo 
| Pride conſtant! 


(54) 

vett of the People is'fo great, that no 
hy, upon. Earth can he Yds 9 mi- 5 
ſerable; Fes Numbers of ' them in 
Rags, an almoſt naked, e for 
want” of Bread. _ had. 4 "very f 11 
Matter With which to 1 my 
ſelf in this miſerable unhap ace; 

orſel, 1⁰ 


s fixed 


N. hoveity, about 
me, like ſo many Shadows, pale,” a and 
faint, without any the leaſt Subfiftence, 5 
and in all A pearance, periſhing” for 
want of Reels and daily ſeeing the 


dead Bodies of others, Who Were fa- 
miſhed, carried Out, U could not with 


hold from parting with ſome of that 
which was given me, till T was al- 


moſt brought to the like Condition 1 my 


ſelf, They haye no Grate to beg at, 
fo that. they Are e of the Paſ- 

ſengers' Charity. eee, ts | 
＋ here was 1. iger Ir the: re? | 
in which I was confined, Who had diſ- 
obliged ſome of the Officers of the 
Fiflon, whereupon. he was taken he 
DN ge 


ty ; 
of the Ward, and carried td the Pump. 
in the open © Yard; where, after he 
had been very much beaten and 15 
ſed; he was leſt chained, and 
have periſned with Cold (it being 54 


the "Month of November) had I not, 


about eleven a Clock at Night, got 


half a Quartern' 'of- Geneva i 


to him: W bus Relief, 


- a Was . Prisoner I the 


Ge: Ward with | myſelf, who having 


offended: likewiſe, was put into the 
Strong Room and ironed, at which 


time there lay there a Man and a 


Woman dead; and there being an 
empty Coffin near him, he was obliged 
to lie in that every N ight, to preſerve 
him from the Rats, which in this 
Place are very numerous and raven- 
ous; and notwithſtanding he under- 
went great Miſery in this Place, he 
was obliged to i, and with great 
Hazard, was at laſt brought out 


alive. I remained in this deplorable 


Place ſeveral Weeks, almoſt deſtroyed 
with Vermin, and my Health g . 


Marſhal's 


e beſore L could obtain the 
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 Marduabs: Leave: or 1 5 : Retutn z 
which, having at/ lat elfe . Þ:'theni 
foun Friends te get m | my: L 16 arge 
Romer this - tyrannical cruel Goyem- 

he 0 


5 500 Fn ＋ EMA "BY 
17 74 N. 10 11 1 
Ac T A 45: + 8 5 75 757 
„I was arched, hy: a /(Bexjeains! 


15 nging to Moodſſrast Cumptor, pon; | 
which I put in Bail to the Action. 


8 The Officer demanded a Guinea of 
| me tor Civility. L. paid it him: he 
| | afterwards procured another Officer.-to- 
| arreft, me 2 twenty Shilling. + This 
ö Officer. had half a Guinea morg of me, 
1 heſides eleven 'Shillipgs they had put 
1 me on) Score in the Spunging-houſe. 
TE Aſter this: they made. it their Buſineſs 
þ to find; out my Greditors, and bring 
ö them by Degrees upon me, vchich 
1 they did accordingly 5 and at length, 
| by their ' continual Arreſts; quite ruined 
1 me. Hexeupon I was relalvad to turn 

| myſelf! over to rd which N 
= ingly I did. bh 

| ien 1 was 3 to 1e 1 
| fond. my ſelf eaſy under the then 


Deputy- 


(57) 
Deputy-Keeper, who was a Man of 
3 Comet, and as 14.090 of his 
Priſoners, as if they had been his own 
Children, and laid no manner of Im- 
poſitions upon them. The Government 
of that Priſon is by a Steward and ſeven 
other Officers, who are called Conſta- 
bles. Each Conſtable takes his Day; 
one a Monday, the other a Tueſday, and 
ſo hy their Turns, the Week round, 
till their Month is out, and then new 
_ Conſtables are choſe, and perhaps ſome 
of the old ones rechoſe again; and by 
the: Care of theſe Officers, the Priſon 
uſed to be kept in peaceable Order. 
It is their Buſineſs to open the Cha- 
rity· Boxes, and pay the Scavenger that 
cleans the Houſe: They buy Oil ſor 
the Lamps, and other Neceſſaries, and 
afterwards ſettle their Accounts with 
the Stewards. Mr. Davies the Deputy- 
Keeper, during my Term of Confine- 
ment, . was the Steward, and always 
leſt the Accounts to the Aſſiſtants of 
the Houſe (who were Priſoners) to 
fettle, that no Wrong ſhould be 
laid to his Charge, when the Boxes 
did not amount to the Sum that was 
2 charged, 
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charged, and allowed by the whole 


Houſe for common Charges (as they 
term it) or Neceſſaries, to pay petty 
Officers, Mc. as well as the Charity 
Wards on the Common Side. Mk. 
Davies, out of his own Pocket, al- 
ways put into the Hands of the acting 
Conſtable, and Secretary, the Sum 
wanting to defray the eder of the 
Houſe. 


All Legacies given to that Houſe 


cannot be received, without a Receipt 


under the Hands of the Steward, and 
ſeven Aſſiſtants, or Conſtables, ſealed 
with the Houſe Scal. That Money, 
when paid, was paid into the Hands 


of Mr. Davies, who was out of Poc- 
ket very ncar two hundred Pounds. 


The Steward accounts with the Houſe 
every Month, and the Accounts of e- 
very Day, Debtor and Creditor, made 
out, and juſtified, by every Aſſiſtant of 
the Day, the Caſh received, and the 


Expences Jaid out, on cach particular 


Day. 


There 


oO ET IC ES. ING, Ws 


© #0 
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There are in that Priſon eight Wards 
or Rooms on the Common Side, each 


containing ſeveral Beds. The Wards 


are called by the Names of the Upper- 
Ward, Lower-Ward, Womens-Ward, 
Chappel- Ward, Charity - Ward, Odd- 
mens. Room, Puppies. Parlour, and Clap- 
Arſe-Hall; and in ſome of them at 
leaſt firteen Men nie. Fuer ate 
many Rooms on the Maſter's Side; 

ſome with one Bed, others wo eds, 
and others three in a- Room. TWO 
Men lie in one Bed, and three when 


the Houſe is full, which is often the 


Caſe. The principal Keeper always 


left the Management of the whole to 


Mr. Davies, and ſeldom or never came 


into the Houſe himſelf, till Mr. Da- 


vie, by his good Nature to his Pri- 


ſoners, e himſelf, and became a 
Priſoner likewiſe. 


A new Deputy- Keeper Was appoint- 


ed, who had been the Tapſter (and had 
acquired Money by that Buſineſs, and 


by buying Watches, and other Things 


of Value, brought in by Priſoners, at a 
I 2 ſſmall 
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ſmall Value, and that was taken out at 
the Bar, after the Rate of Priſon Scores.) 
This Man was of a moroſe ſurly Tem- 
per, and taking Offence at one of the 
Priſoners, cauſed him to be laid in 
Irons, and put into the Devil's Hole, 


(Which is a Dungeon, and Place of 


Puniſhment) till his Toes rotted off; 
upon which Account the Keeper paid 

four hundred Pounds, which was levied 
upon him, by an Execution out of the 


Court of King s- Bench, and by Order 


of the Lord Mayor and Court of Al- 
dermen, and the Deputy and his Turn- 


key both run away ; but before they 


went off, leſt J ſhould partake of their 


Cruelties, I removed myſelf to the 


Kings. Bench, in Expectation of meet 


ing there with better Uſage. 


When my Habeas Cirts -+ was al- 


lowed by the two Sheriffs from each 


| Compter, to go to the King's-Bench, I 
paid them for my Commitment Fee 
_ fifteen Shillings and eight Pence, and 
then I was delivered into the Hands of 
2 Tipſtaff, who demanded ten Shillings 
and ſix Pence for his Fee to carry me 


Over. 


Cogn) 
over. When, I was, brought, to. the 
Lodge of the King's Bench, the Mar- 
ſhal's Turnkey takes one Pound two 
Shillings and. fix. Pence for the Mar- 
 ſhal's: Commitment Fee; two Shillings 
and ſix Pence for himſelf, and one 
Shilling | for his, Deputy. Being come 
into the Priſon, . the Deputy. Chamber- 
lain inſiſts upon two Shillings for 
Sheets, elſe I ſhould. 80 into no Bed, 
but lie on the Floor in the Strong 
25 Rome 8 . | 


1 
> 
Z 
\ 


, Having, porn confined. ſome. time, 
and ſeen Priſoners ironed, ſent to the 
Mar ſbalſea, the Common Side, the 
County Goal, c. I purchaſed of the 
Marſhal the Liberty of the Rules, for 
which 1 gave him five Pounds nine 
Shillings and ſix Pence, and good Se- 
curity, that I would not eſcape, &c. 
After I had enjoyed this Liberty al- 
molt. three Years, I came to be diſ- 
charged of the Debt for which I was 
impriſoned. I paid the Clerk of the 
Papers for his Fees, and ſuperſeding, 
twelve Pounds one Shilling and fix 
Pence. The Marſhal would not let 
70 | me 
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me go without paying him five Pounds 


five Shillings, and giving. him another Se- 


curity Bond, for which I paid one 
Pound two Sbilling s and ſix Pence 


more, which Bond was for two hun- 


dred Pounds, to ſecure him from a 
ſmall Execution of ten Pounds three 
Shillings and ſix Pence. After this he 


pretended my firſt Creditor (whoſe Ac- 


tion I was diſcharged from by the 


Superſedeas) was ſucing of him for al 
Eſcape, and ſent to the laſt Security to 
ſurrender me to him; which my laſt. 


Security did. He told my Security that 
an Execution of three hundred Pounds 5 
was come againſt me, that he muſt 
pay it, and therefore he would ſue him, 
and would not deliver up his Bond with- 


out he gave him a good Sum of Mo- 
ney; which ſo terrified my Bondſman, 
that rather than be ſued for ſo largea 


Sum, he paid him about twenty Gui- 
neas, and that in reality I ought to be 
diſcharged, yet he will not do it, un- 


leſs my other Bondſmen will give him 
a Sum of Money to deliver up their 


Bond, and that I will give him ſix Gui- 
ncas for my Diſcharge. 


A poor 


n BS 


— 


A poor uit who had. the | 5 Py 
betty of the Rules, went to the Mar- 
ſhal to be put in the Liſt, in order to 
be diſcharged by che Act for Relief of 
Inſolvent Debtors. The Marſhal told 


him he was a Priſoner to the late Mar- 


ſhal, and that he would not put him 
upon his Liſt, unleſs he gave him one 
Pound four Shillings, and a Preſent (as 
they call it) to his Turnkey. The 
Man was very poor, and had a large 


Family of ſeven ſmall Children, and 
could not raiſe him the Money, there- 


fore was not put upon the Liſt, but 


was deprived of the Benefit of the AQ. 


When Chriſtmas came, he takes him 


up, and inſiſts, that he ſhall either raiſe 


him five Guineas, or get ſome Friends 


to join in a Note wich him for ſuch a 


Sum, otherwiſe he ſhould lie and pe- 


riſh, and his Family too, and be damn'd. 
The poor Man in ſome time got two 


Friends to be engaged with him, for | 


Payment of five Guineas in three 


Months. When the Note was almoſt 
due, the poor Man gocs to the Mar- 


ſhal, and carries him a Preſent of a 
noble 


„„ 
noble Side of Veniſon, and offered 
him three Guineas in part of the Note, 


and promiſing to pay him the Remain- 


der in a Month's time. Upon which 


the Marſhal took the mag Guineas, 


and ſwore, if it was not paid the Day 


it was due, he ſhould be lock d up, 


and his Security ſued; and ordered his 
Man to take the Veniſon and carry it 
into the Kitchen. The poor Man en- 


deavoured to borrow the two Guineas, 


but not being able to do it, was forced 


to ſell his Goods to raiſe the Money. 


The Chriſtmas following, this Man 


not dining with the Marſhal, the Mar- 


ſhal about a Month afterwards ſent to 
him, and told him, he underſtood he 
had got a very good Horſe in his Stable 


(for he kept a Horſe to let, out at hire) 
and asked him the Price of it; the 
Man told him he could not part with 


it, for the Profit of hiring it out, was 
a great part of the Support of his Fa- 

mily. The Marſhal told him, that was 
nothing to him how he kept his Fa- 
mily, he muſt and would haye the 


Horſe, or he muſt go to Goal and be 
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lock'd up, and it would. do him no 
good to diſpute it. The poor Man 


then told him, if that was the Caſe, he 
ſhould have the Horſe for ten Guiness, : 


though worth fifteen. With that the 
Marſhal puts his Hand into his Pocker, 


and told him he would give him three 


Guineas, and no more. The Priſoner 


ſaying he would not take leſs than ten, 
he orders his Turnkey then to lock 
him up, which rather than ſubmit to, 
he took three Guineas; and in a ſhort 
time afterwards, he fold it "again for 


| about fifteen. ' 


1 7. Hon e myſelf from 


Newgate (where I was confined for 
Debt) I was at Entrance obliged to 


pay the Marſhal for my Commitment 


Fee two Pounds fix Shillings and ſi Ix 
Pence; the Turnkey for Wine at my 
Entrance in four Shillings; and to the 
under Turnkey two Shillings, other- 
wiſe I muſt go back to Newgate, and 
I ſhould not be let in; upon this L paid 
their Demands, and was thereupon ad- 
Witred, After I was let in, I paid the 
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Conſtable for Garniſh Money, two. Shil- 
lings and fix Pence; and to the Cham. 
berlain fout Shillings for Sheets, tho 
he provided me no Bed for the Money. 
After this I purchaſed the Benefit of 
the Rules, which coſt me ſixteen Pounds, 
though the Debts I was charged for 
amounted to no mote than fifty ſix 
Pounds. After I had this Liberty I 
lived within the Rules for ſome time 
unmoleſted; but a new Marſhal com- 
ing in, he ſent for me, and demanded 
two Guineas, otherwiſe, he ſaid, he 
would not own me for his Priſoner; 
ſo that I ſhould then become liable to 
be taken, and impriſoned over again. 
I had not ſo much Money, and ſo told 
him, but offered him one Guinea; 
Which (finding me unable to do more 
he then took. At Chriſtmas it is a 
Cuſtom for the Marſhal to ſummon Bis | 
Priſoners, within the Rules, to dine 
with him on Roaſt Beef and Horſe 
Radiſh; for which Dinner every Pri- 
ſoner pays him according to his Abi- 
lity; ſome five Guineas, ſome three, 
but none leſs than one. The Chriſt- 
mas ene 1 Was prevented by Bu- 
| ſineſs 
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ſineſs to attend at that Dinner. Sons 
ſmall time after wards a Declaration Was 
delivered againſt me for a Debt not ex- 
ceeding two Pounds four Shillings. 
Hereupon the Marſhal's under Turnkey 
came to me, acquainted me with! it, and 
going to the Priton to enquire after it, 
the Turnkey immediately hurried me 
into the Goal, and there locked me 
up. Upon this 1 ſent to the Marſhal, 
and prayed to have my Liberty again, 
upon the Bonds he had from my Se- 

cutity; but he refuſed, without 1 
would give him five Guineas, and two 
Guineas to his Turnkey; which Money 
I then paid him, and the Liberty of the 
Rules were again granted me. After 
this came an Act for the Relief of In- 
ſolvent Debtors; and finding that the 
Marſhal had not put me on the Liſt 
with others (though I really was fo) I 
could not have the Benefit of the Act. 
In a little time afterwards (there being 
eight Pounds fix Shillings owing by 
me, to an intimate Acquaintance of 
the Marſhal) this Creditor gets the 
Marſhal's Leave to arreſt me in the 
Rules, and carry me away; and I was 


| K 2 arreſted 


arreſted there A and catried 
to the Boroigh. Compter, and there 


locked up, confined for half a Year, 
and the Marſhal would not own' me for 


his Priſoner till this Debt was paid. I 


found I might have had the Liberty of 
the Favour of going into the Spunging- 
Houſe at firſt, inftead' of the Goal, if 'I 
had made Application for that Purpoſe; 
but the Place being too expenſive for 
a Perſon who expected Confinement, 
as I did, I could not propoſe it. There 
is a Spunging-Houſe near the Priſon 


which belongs to the Marſhal, where 


Priſoners (who have a little Money in 


their Pockets, and unwilling to go into 


the Goal) are ſometimes kept; and 
ane at Entrance each Perſon is obliged 
o pay ſeven Shillings and ſix Pence 


ie a Bowl of Punch, then he is to 


pay three Shillings for his Bed the firſt 
Night, and two Shillings for every 
Night afterwards; each Priſoner pays 
one Shilling a Day for Firing, though 


there are many of them there, and but 


one Fire for them all; then two Shil- 


lings a piece for a Wine Breakfaſt; one 


Shilling for each Perſon's Dinner, and 
2 ſix 
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ſix Pence a piece for their Suppers. As 
long as they comply. with theſe Pay- 
ments (of which Care is taken they are 
kept punctual to) here they are kept; 
but when their Stock is exhauſted, and 
they become unable to beat this Ex- 
pence, then are they turned into the 
Goal, if not firſt diſcharged. This be- 
ing an Expence I was no way able to 
bear, though I had Friends who endea- 
voured what they could (though by 
ſtraitning themſelves greatly) to make 
Impriſonment eaſy to me, I choſe ra- 
ther to do as I have done, than undo 
them, as I am undone myſelf. 
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